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struggle to overcome deficiencies in men and
equipment. At home, the old controversy was
raging more furiously than ever. When the fight
to recapture lost ground began once more, and
men saw the deaths and sufferings of their friends
in more devastating quantities than ever, when
each fresh advance discovered more of the rotting
corpses, often disgustingly mutilated, of those who
had fallen in the disastrous retreat from Annual,
the disaffection might have spread to the troops
themselves, but for the spirit of indomitability
which men such as Franco had instilled into them,
and of which Franco was himself an outstanding
example. For him there was no retreat from the
sea of blood. Each man killed must be avenged
by a new advance against the Moors, until their
anarchic spirits were cowed for ever in subjection
and Spain could reap the benefit of what her arms
had conquered. Perhaps it was at this time that
Franco began to see himself as one crusading for
right and justice.
The complete reconquest of the Melifla &one
went on until the spring of 1923. The first stage
began with Nador and was complete when the
strategic.position of Gurugu was captured. After
that the Legipn rested for a time and refilled their
depleted ranks. But they were never out of the
campaign for long, and they shared with the
Regulares its most severe fighting until the final
reduction of the trit>e of Beni-Said, and the establish-